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THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE with Communion 

THREAD: The Christian life means humbly serving others. 

Hymn: We Give Thee but Thine Own CW 750/CW93 484 

In the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Merciful and gracious Lord, you cause your Word to be proclaimed in every generation. Stir up our hearts and minds 

by your Holy Spirit that we may receive this proclamation with humility and finally be exalted at the coming of your 

Son, our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading Micah 3:5–12 

In the verses earlier in this chapter, Micah addresses the rulers of Israel. Here he condemns the false prophets and priests. But God 

separates himself and his people from these prophets. Not unlike the Pharisees in the Gospel, these prophets not only brought shame 

to their office but also disaster to their nation. 

 5This is what the LORD says: 

“As for the prophets 

 who lead my people astray, 

they proclaim ‘peace’ 

 if they have something to eat, 

but prepare to wage war against anyone 

 who refuses to feed them. 
6Therefore night will come over you, without visions, 

 and darkness, without divination. 

The sun will set for the prophets, 

 and the day will go dark for them. 
7The seers will be ashamed 

 and the diviners disgraced. 

They will all cover their faces 

 because there is no answer from God.” 
8But as for me, I am filled with power, 

 with the Spirit of the LORD, 

 and with justice and might, 

to declare to Jacob his transgression, 

 to Israel his sin. 

9Hear this, you leaders of Jacob, 

 you rulers of Israel, 

who despise justice 

 and distort all that is right; 
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10who build Zion with bloodshed, 

 and Jerusalem with wickedness. 
11Her leaders judge for a bribe, 

 her priests teach for a price, 

 and her prophets tell fortunes for money. 

Yet they look for the LORD’s support and say, 

 “Is not the LORD among us? 

 No disaster will come upon us.” 
12Therefore because of you, 

 Zion will be plowed like a field, 

Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, 

 the temple hill a mound overgrown with thickets. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation Psalm 27C 

Refrain 

The LORD is my light and my salvation— of whom shall I be afraid? 

Hear my voice when I call, LORD; 

   be merciful to me and answer me. 

Do not hide your face from me, 

   do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper. 

Do not reject me or forsake me, 

   God my Savior.    Refrain 

Though my father and mother forsake me, 

   the LORD will receive me. 

I remain confident of this: 

   I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

Wait for the LORD; 

   be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 2:1–13 

When Paul, Silas and Timothy were ministering in Thessalonica, they served with the humility that Jesus commands. They did not 

look for praise or seek any advantage. Entrusted with the Gospel, they simply and humbly shared it. 

 1You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. 2We had previously suffered and been 

treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face 

of strong opposition. 3For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick 

you. 4On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please 

people but God, who tests our hearts. 5You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—

God is our witness. 6We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles 

of Christ we could have asserted our authority. 7Instead, we were like young children among you. 

 Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were 

delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. 9Surely you remember, brothers and 

sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the 
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gospel of God to you. 10You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you 

who believed. 11For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12encouraging, 

comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory. 

 13And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you 

accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 23:12 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Those who exalt themselves will be humbled,  

and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Gospel Matthew 23:1–12 

Jesus’ condemnation of the religious leaders of Israel shows the stark contrast between them:  Jesus’ ministry was one of service and 

mercy, theirs one of ostentation and honor-seeking. Jesus affirmed that when the leaders spoke God’s word from Moses’ seat, it was 

the Word of God. However, the attitudes and actions of the leaders, which were not consistent with their words, should be rejected 

by the people. Christians are to be humble servants to all, just like Jesus. In that, we will be exalted. 

 1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2“The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 
3So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they 

preach. 4They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not 

willing to lift a finger to move them. 

 5“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments 

long; 6they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7they love to be greeted 

with respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. 

 8“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9And do not call anyone 

on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one 

Instructor, the Messiah. 11The greatest among you will be your servant. 12For those who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Hymn of the Day: Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly CW 748 
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Sermon 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

16 For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 If I 

preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me. 18 What then is my 

reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make full use of my rights as a 

preacher of the gospel. 

19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I 

became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under 

the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am 

not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to 

win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the 

sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

I Give Up My Rights in order to Gain Others for Christ 
A. Giving the Gift of the Gospel 

Why is it hard to give the gift of the Gospel? 

Why did Paul preach the Gospel? 

What gives us the power to keep on giving away the gift of the Gospel? 

B. Serving others where they are at 

How did Paul give up his rights to meet others where they were at? 

How can you serve all to gain some for Christ? 

Sermon by Rev. Gregg Bitter, adapted. Used by permission 

Ministering Elder: Mark Harris 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 
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    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you 

have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 

increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 

Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

… Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 
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We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those 

who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406 

THE SACRAMENT 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 

and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his 

name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, 

and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate 

Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands 

on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s 

body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ✝ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my ✝ blood of the 

new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Distribution 

As he distributes the elements, the minister says to the communicants: 

Take and eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Take and drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, poured out for the forgiveness of your sins. 

As he dismisses the communicants, the minister says: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. Go ✝ in peace. 

Amen. 

Distribution Hymn: I Come, O Savior, to Your Table CW 670:1-5, 8-10 

 

 

 

 

5 Your holy heart has one obsession, 

    one blessèd thing it burns to do— 

to cleanse the sinner from transgression; 

    so I, a sinner, come to you. (Refrain) 

8 By faith I call your holy table 

    the testament of your deep love, 

for by your gift I now am able 

    to know the heart of God above. (Refrain) 

9 This meal with blessing is abounding: 

    to poor ones wealth, to weak ones pow’r, 
to angels joy, to hell confounding, 

    and life for me in death’s dark hour. (Refrain) 
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10 My heart has now become your dwelling, 
    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 

With angels I, your praises telling, 

    shall live in joy eternally. (Refrain) 
Text (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 4, 8–10): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 3, 5–7): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. 

Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488; Tune: Public domain 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will 

strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Blest Be the Tie That Binds CW 730 

 

 

Silent prayer – Announcements 
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